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FOR USE IN SCHOOLS AND LIBRARIES ONLY. In the mountains of Switzerland, the wicked

Count Karlstein plots to abandon his two nieces in a hunting lodge as prey for the Demon Huntsman

and his ghostly hounds. --This text refers to the Hardcover edition.
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Count Karlstein-Dark, fantasy novels have always been a favorite of mine. That's why I fell in love

with Count Karlstein. Count Karlstein, by Phillip Pullman, was an ironic twist of inhumane

seriousness and discreet humor. It was very well written and never once was I bored with it. I really

enjoyed the writing style, characterization, and plot of Count Karlstein. Phillip Pullman's use of

colorful, vivid words, really brought flair to this story. I loved how he went from total seriousness to

laugh out loud funniness. One example of his unique humor, was when Sergeant Snitsch was trying

to write a police report on the arrest of Doctor Cadavarezzi. The Sergeant could never seem to get

the Doctor's name right, and therefore, he was never arrested. Another situation was when Max

tried to enter a competition with the prize of money and the title of being named forest ranger. Max

didn't have a musket, so he used his coach horn and a frozen pea for his ammunition. Oddly

enough, Max trips while firing his coach horn and the pea collides off the pillars, into the audience

and ends up strangling the unsuspecting mayor's wife. Some of the situations in this story were so

bizarre I couldn't help but laugh. This and other funny situations led to my great enjoyment in this

book. The characters in this story were so unique, I was amazed. When each new character was



introduced, I fell in love with them instantly. Not only were they funny and interesting, they all had a

mind of their own. First there was Hildi, the ever so kind, handmaiden who was always there when

you needed her. Then there was Count Karlstein, the villain of the story, who always had an evil

plan up his sleeve.
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